MINUTES of the Annual Parish Meeting of Edgmond Parish Council which took place via Zoom
on Monday 11th April 2022 at 7.00pm.

PRESENT:

Councillors:

In attendance:

Katrina Baker, Clerk
Cllr R Higginson
Cllr C Edwards
Cllr K Arbuthnot
Cllr M Barton
Cll Y Brunger
Cllr S Bentley
Prof Ken Sloan
2 Members of the public

22/1923

A Wilson (Chairman)

WELCOME
The Chairman, Councillor Wilson, welcomed everyone to the meeting and thanked them for
attending.
A special welcome was extended to Prof Sloan, the Vice Chancellor of Harper Adams
University.

22/1924

APOLOGIES
Rev Morby
Rod Roman
PCSO Collumbell

22/1925

Cllr G Jones
Anne Furniss
John & Marion Keeping

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The Chairman, Councillor Allan Wilson, presented his report. A copy will be attached to the Minutes and will
appear on the website.

22/1926

FINANCIAL REPORT
The Clerk reported that the Council commenced the financial year on 1st April 2021 with a balance of
£26,467.41. The total receipts through the year were £30,328.30. The total expenditure was £11,635.66.
The balance at the end of March 2022 is £45,160 which includes significant earmarked reserves. The figures
are subject to the end of year audit.
Members, when considering the budget for 2022/23 were keen to keep any increase to a minimum. Members
recognised that local residents have had a difficult year and therefore the precept was again set at £21,777.

22/1927

HARPER ADAMS UNIVERSITY
The Chairman introduced Prof Ken Sloan, the Vice Chancellor of Harper Adams University, who gave a
presentation about the University, its site, the development and the schemes of work available for the
students. A copy of the presentation is available on request.
Questions
Councillor Bentley asked if HAU has plans to support refugees from The Ukraine and Prof Sloan shared
information regarding how the University, like others, would want to offer support wherever possible and one
of the ways, already agreed, is to support students to be able to continue their education.
A question had been received regarding the Rights of Way across land in Edgmond, some of which is owned or
managed by the University.
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Prof Sloan responded:
‘There are numerous statutory rights of way across the Harper Adams estate and the University takes its
obligations to maintain these seriously. The University also engaged with the Parish Council’s footpath group
between 2009 and 2010 when we took part in an extensive review of footpaths that resulted in the production
of a comprehensive future plan for the parish’s footpaths. The plan resulted in the extension, improvement, and
consolidation of the footpath network throughout the parish not just the University estate. The routes in place
today were the result of that extensive consultation.
In addition, to the statutory footpaths there are a number of routes that have been created through trespass.
The University does not support the creation of routes this way, particularly where they impact on conservation
measures, land, crops or animal health.
The wider use of the estate for livestock simply reflects the University’s efforts to lead the industry in the
development of regenerative agriculture methods and our ambition to create a net zero farm. Core to this is
the increased integration of livestock and arable cropping to improve soils, production, animal health, nutrient
cycling, reduce arable weeds and diseases, etc. In order to facilitate this there is a program of fencing and
associated infrastructure underway across the entire estate.
We recognize that people want to enjoy the countryside and we welcome those who do so responsibly,
unfortunately we also have to deal frequently with the impact of those whose behaviour is less than ideal. We
do have ideas in development about extending further some footpaths however we need to establish how this
can be done without creating additional burdens on the university or other land managers around us.’
The Chairman thanked Prof Sloan for the information and for his attendance at the meeting. The Parish
Council very much appreciates the work undertaken by HAU staff and students, and for the help with Parish
projects.

22/1928

TELFORD & WREKIN COUNCIL
Councillor Steve Bentley read an annual report which had been circulated. It will be attached to the Minutes
and it will be added to the website. He particularly thanked the Parish Councillors for their work and
congratulated them on their recent High Sheriff’s Award for Shropshire’s Best Small Council.

22/1929

WEST MERCIA POLICE
PCSO Collumbell had sent his apologies to this meeting, but Members confirmed their appreciation for the
time spent in our Parish. This is much appreciated by the Community. A short report included details relating
to the use of Operation Snap, a web portal where members of the public can report, and submit, digital
footage showing potential traffic offences. This can range from driving dangerously or carelessly to overtaking
on solid white lines, using a mobile phone, ignoring traffic lights or driving dangerously around other road
users such as cyclists or horse riders. Submissions are sent to WMP where the evidence will be reviewed.
Offenders are prosecuted when the evidence is appropriate. Footage submitted through the portal can also
be used by the police to help educate other road users and to advise on case results. Please visit:
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/operationsnap

22/1930

OTHER REPORTS
a) Parish Warden
A copy will be attached to the Minutes and will appear on the website, it is also provided for inclusion in the
Edgmond Echo.
b) Edgmond Village Hall
The Chairman had provided a report, which will be added to the Minutes and will appear on the website.
c) St Peter’s Primary School
Councillor S Burrell, Governor, was to present a report – this will be added when received.
d) Edgmond Wildlife Group
A report had been provided and will appear on the website.
e) Edgmond Gardening Group
A report was provided and will appear on the website.
f) Helicopter Liaison Group
A report had been provided and will appear on the website.
g) Newport Regeneration Partnership
Councillor Edwards had provided a report which will appear on the website.
Councillor Bentley, Chairman of NRP, added that the NRP wished to work with all Town and Parish Councils in
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the rural area around the Town and with TWC and HAU on some issues that affect us all, such as transport,
climate change, road safety, 20mph zones outside of the school, the strategic interchange at Crudgington.
h) St Peters Church
No report had been received, however a request for work around and linked to the church and field had been
received and will be actioned. It is hoped that the church path will reopen in the next few weeks when the
remaining 3 pinnacles have been removed.

22/1931

PARISH MATTERS
No matters were raised.

22/1932

NEXT MEETINGS
9th May 2022

Annual General Meeting
Full Council

7pm
7.30pm approx

HAU

There being no further matters, the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.00pm and thanked everyone for their important
contributions to a successful meeting.

Signed ………………………………………..........................................……..Date …………………………..

These minutes remain a draft (E & O A) until confirmed as accurate at the next Full Council meeting of the Parish Council in May 2022.
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