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Presenting Team
Prof. Ken Sloan, Vice-Chancellor
• Professor Ken Sloan joined Harper Adams as Vice-Chancellor on 1 November 2021. He has extensive international experience in
leadership, governance, administrative and commercial activities.
• Previously, Ken was at Monash University in Melbourne, Australia, serving as the inaugural Deputy Vice-Chancellor (Enterprise and
Governance). As a member of the University Executive, Ken was responsible for providing University-wide leadership and strategic support
for the creation and acceleration of major partnerships, government relations, precinct development, new revenue creation,
commercialisation, innovation, entrepreneurship, strategic intelligence, group governance and institutional risk.
• He has held roles as Registrar and Chief Operating Officer at the University of Warwick; as a Business Development Director, Universities
and Higher Education, with SERCO; and as Special Advisor to the Stephen A. Schwarzman Education Foundation, based at Tsinghua
University in Beijing, China. He continues to serve as a panel chair for the Schwarzman Scholars annual selection process.
• Ken has chaired and served on the boards of a number of institutional subsidiary companies, boards and international fundraising and
development trusts. He chaired the boards of Monash Investment Holdings and Monash College, the Audit and Risk Committee of the IITBMonash Academy and the Monash Technology Transformation Institute (Shenzhen) Executive Committee. He served on the boards of
BioCurate Pty Ltd, Warwick University Enterprises (Australia), and as Chair of the Victorian Heart Institute Strategic Advisory Board. He
served as sector representative on the Federal Austrade Agriculture 4.0 Steering Committee and previously as Chair of the Coventry
Partnership, ethics adviser to Coventry City Council, Chair of Governors of Woodway Park School and Community College, governor of the
WMG Academy for Young Engineers and a board director of the Midlands Arts Centre. He was chair or member of the University of
Warwick’s fundraising trusts in Singapore, South Africa and Hong Kong.
• Professor Sloan graduated with an MA (Hons) from the University of Glasgow, an MBA from the Warwick Business School, and is a
member of CPA Australia. He is a Fellow of the Association of University Administrators (FAUA) and a Fellow of the Royal Society for the
Arts, Manufactures and Commerce (FRSA).
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Estate Overview
Harper Adams is situated on a single campus in rural Shropshire, located just outside of Newport
• The central campus is surrounded by the University
Farm, which is an important resource for the
institution’s academic activities
• Students get a practical education on the
494ha estate, 354ha of which is owned with a
further 140ha of leased farmland, all in the
local area
• Livestock include 390 dairy cows and 280
followers1, 230 sows, two sheep flocks,
research poultry flock and beef unit
• The University has a number of teaching facilities from lecture theatres that can accommodate
tractors to farm-based classrooms
• In addition to the main teaching and science
facilities there are also a number of specialist hubs
that support studies for particular subject areas
• On campus there are over 800 student rooms
providing a full range of accommodation which is
managed and operated by the University
• The campus is also well connected via the M54 and
M6 – both of which are less than 20 minutes drive
away

1

Young stock in a dairy herd intended as replacements in the production herd
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Recent Estate Investment
The University’s campus has benefited from significant investment. The University is ranked 1st in the Times and Sunday Times Good University Guide
(2022) for Services and Facilities Spend
The University has invested over £55 million in its estate over the last 10 years. The facilities that
have been added include investments in:
•

Additional 165 self catered student rooms,

•

General teaching facilities such as the Weston Building and the Elizabeth Creak Laboratories,

•

Specialist teaching facilities including the Agricultural Engineering Innovation Centre,
Entomology laboratory, veterinary nursing and physiotherapy facilities and Veterinary
Education Centre

•

Energy Centre to produce power and heat for the campus operated by University subsidiary,
Cedar Energy

The University has also been shortlisted for Outstanding Estates Team in the Times Higher
Education Awards 2021 for its work in developing Harper Adams’s new Veterinary Education
Centre

Student Residences £5.3m invested. They are The £2.9 million Agricultural Engineering
wholly owned and managed by the University Innovation Centre is home to the National
165 rooms added in last 10 years to increase Centre for Precision Farming
capacity to provide accommodation for 800

STEP project the £4.3 million, green energy The Weston Building, provides a 260 seat The Elizabeth Creak Building, provides a £2 The £8.6 million Veterinary Education Centre
project PV’s, biomass boiler , CHP and 4 KM heat lecture theatre, IT classrooms, self accessible million addition to the University’s laboratory serves staff and students of the Harper & Keele
main producing power and heat for the campus. computers and a range of seminar rooms
complex, with living exterior walls
Veterinary School
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Academic Departments
The agri-food sector currently employs around 4 million people (some 14% of the UK’s workforce) and is the largest manufacturing component of the UK
economy. Harper Adams has an important role to play in providing high quality graduates to serve the needs of this important sector, and in 2020 the
University reshaped its academic expertise to help tackle the many challenges that lie ahead for industry, the professions and wider society
• The Agriculture industry is facing a skills gap, particularly
at management level, and Harper Adams has an
important role to play in producing highly skilled, well
rounded graduates
• The new Veterinary School will also help to meet a
growing demand for veterinary surgeons in the agri-food
sector
• Harper Adams recently reshaped their academic
activities to create the department of Agriculture and
Environment to better reflect the University’s expertise
in key policy areas the Government is pursuing
• Harper Adams is working with industry representatives
on the development of a professional body for
Agriculture and Horticulture, which has DEFRA backing

Agriculture and Environment

Engineering

Agriculture and Farm
Business
• Crop Protection and
Agronomy
• Environment
•

Harper Keele Veterinary School

•
•

Admitted first cohort of undergraduates September 2020
Established in partnership with Keele University

Animal Health Behaviour and Welfare

•
•
•

Animal Production
Sustainable Systems
The Crop and Environment
Research Centre

•
•

Food, Land and Agribusiness Management

Business and Rural
Enterprise
• Land Management
•

•
•

Food Science / Technology
Supply Chain Management

Animal Sciences
Animal Health

•
•

Veterinary Nursing
Veterinary Physiotherapy

Engineering

•
•

Agricultural Engineering
Off-Road Vehicle Design

•

Precision Farming, AI and
Mechatronics
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Student Experience & Employability
Harper Adams, by virtue of its campus and rural location, offers a great experience for its students. With strong ratings in the National Student Survey and
high employment rates, the community feel of the University underpins its ethos and its student-centred approach
• Harper Adams has a strategic focus on the quality of the student experience via continuous
improvement and the ongoing development of the teaching, research and learning
environment

Graduate Employability
•

• The University is focussed on connecting its students with the world of work and, as a
consequence, helps them develop their career choices and aspirations
• Whilst Harper Adams has a relatively high proportion of students from lower socioeconomic groups in the UK, it also has some of the highest continuation rates in the sector
and is routinely within the top 20 institutions in terms of employability performance
indicators

•

In the Graduate outcomes survey 80% either agreed or
strongly agreed that they were utilising what they had
learned in their studies in their current activity, 84% that
it fitted with their future plans and 91% that their current
activity was meaningful

•

The University has also won the WhatUni Student Choice
Awards category ‘Job Prospects’ for the 5 years running to
2020 (2021 awards were changed due to the pandemic),
reflecting its strong employability rates

•

Companies who have employed Harper Adams graduates
in recent years include Bentley, Avara Foods, John Deere
and Tesco

National Student Survey 2021
•

Harper Adams has consistently ranked in the UK top 10 universities for overall student
satisfaction, including in 2021

•

Whilst there was a decline in the 2021 score, this was reflected across the sector with
National Student Survey results dropping throughout the UK as a result of the pandemic

•

The University performed particularly well on measures for ‘learning opportunities’,
‘academic support’ and ‘learning community’ all scoring above its ‘overall satisfaction’
rating

Harper Adams’ graduate employment rate is consistently
strong as a result of (i) the placement year all students
undertake, (ii) the University’s relationships with more
than 700 businesses, and (iii) industry-geared course
content

98.6%
of graduates employed or in
further study 15 months
after graduation
Graduate Outcomes 2021

Notable Awards Voted by Students

Overall Satisfaction
93%

89%

90%

90%

84%

2017

2018

2019

2020

2021
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Globally Recognised Research: Hands Free Hectare
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Promoting Collaboration
Harper Adams collaborates closely with industry and other academic institutions. Its partnerships take many forms and cover a range of activities from
local to international connections
Partnerships and Networks
• Harper Adams is a member of the Global Institute for Agri-Tech
Economics, a worldwide network of leading multidisciplinary researchers
and stakeholders bringing together experts working on the application,
adaptation and adoption of innovative agricultural technology
• The University became a new partner in The Midlands Integrative
Biosciences Training Partnership 2020, led by the School of Life Sciences
at the University of Warwick, and working with the University of
Leicester and Aston University. The partnership was awarded funding
from UK Research and Innovation which will be matched by the
partnership to fund a total of 245 doctoral students over the next five
years
• In collaboration with Alltech IFM, the global animal nutrition company,
the University launched its first European-based in vitro fermentation
model. Harper Adams have had a research alliance with the company
since 2013 which has been expanded in 2021 to include silage additive
research
• Harper Adams University and its farm have joined the prestigious Global
Farm Platform initiative (GFP) to further collaborative research into
sustainable ruminant livestock systems globally. Other members include
University of Alberta (Canada), Universities of Wisconsin, Penn State and
Kansas State (USA), Embrapa (Brazil), INIA (Uruguay), SRUC, Bangor
University, University of Bristol and Rothamsted Research (UK), UCD and
INRAe (Europe), ILRI, CIAT, University of Cape Coast, LUANAR, SSLLP
(Africa), KVASU (India), CAU, CAS (China), University of Western
Australia, University of Melbourne (Australia), Massey University (New
Zealand)
• Harper Adams is a member of two AgriTech centres, Agri-Epi and the
Centre of Excellence for Innovation in Livestock (CIEL). Investment thus
far in University facilities is around £5.9 million

Strategic Alliances
• The University, due to its close relationship with industry, has formed strategic alliances
with many leading actors across the supply chain for the delivery of applied research,
knowledge exchange and education

• The School of Sustainable Food and Farming, established in March 2020 with a full launch
at COP26, is a virtual cross University centre for training and educating the current and
future agri-food sector supported by Morrisons, National Farmers’ Union (NFU) and
McDonalds

National Farmers’ Union

Newport Innovation Park (Ni-Park)
• Ni-Park is a new development to create a world leading agri-tech
research and innovation hub. The development is being supported
by Harper Adams, Telford & Wrekin Council (“Council”) and the
Marches Local Enterprise Partnership (“Marches”)
• It is a key element of the Newport Innovation and Enterprise Package which secured £6.4
million funding from Marches Local Growth Fund, matched by the Council
• The site’s links with the University will provide opportunities for leading high efficiency
agri-tech research and innovation through the University’s partners and students and will
also create an opportunity to bring high value jobs to Newport through the creation of a
cluster of high tech businesses on the new innovation site
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